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10 Faith or Fear — Giant or Grasshopper 


This morning we will finish in the Book of Numbers, which 
See in Hebrew is B'Midbar (meaning “in the desert"). On 
Wednesday night we reviewed how after 400 years of 
slavery, the children of Israel left Egypt and miraculously 
escaped through the Red Sea ending up at Sinai, the very 
place where God had appeared to Moses in a burning bush when Moses was called to 
his life's mission. They received the Torah there at Sinai. Many scholars believe that 
about 14 months after leaving Egypt, Moses organized a reconnaissance party to go spy 
out the land. 


Grasshopper 


Please open your Bibles to Numbers chapter 13. 


13 Then the LORD spoke to Moses saying, è “Send out for yourself men so that they may 
spy! “AN SEARCH OUT EXPLORE Jout the land of Canaan, which | am going to give 
to the sons of Israel; you shall send a man from each of their fathers’ tribes, every one a 
leader among them.” ? So Moses sent them from the wilderness of Paran at the 
command of the LORD, all of them men who were head's of the sons of Israel. 4 These 
then were their names: (Numbers 13:1-4a, NASB). 


We will skip these names and continue reading at verse 16. 


16 These are the names of the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land; but Moses 
called Hoshea the son of Nun, Joshua. 1 When Moses sent them to spy out the land of 
Canaan, he said to them, “Go up there into the Negev, then go up into the hill country. 
18 See what the land is like, and whether the people who live in it are strong or weak, 
whether they are few or many. '? And how is the land in which they live, is it good or 
bad? And how are the cities in which they live, are the people in open camps or in 
fortifications? ® And how is the land, is it productive or unproductive? Are there trees in 
it or not? And show yourselves courageous and get some of the fruit of the land.” Now 
the time was the season of the first ripe grapes. (Numbers 13:16-20, NASB). 


Verses 21-34 describe where they went. 


The Spies’ Reports 


25 When they returned from spying out the land, at the end of forty days, *° they went on 
and came to Moses and Aaron and to all the congregation of the sons of Israel, in the 
wilderness of Paran at Kadesh; and they brought back word to them and to all the 
congregation, and showed them the fruit of the land. ?” So they reported to him and 
said, “We came into the land where you sent us, and it certainly does flow with milk and 
honey, and this is its fruit. °° Nevertheless, the people who live in the land are strong, 
and the cities are fortified and very large. And indeed, we saw the descendants of Anak 
there! ?? Amalek is living in the land of the Negev, the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the 
Amorites are living in the hill country, and the Canaanites are living by the sea and by 
the side of the Jordan.” 


3° Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, “We should by all means go up 
and take possession of it, for we will certainly prevail over it“?! But the men who had 
gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against the people, because they are 
too strong for us.” ?? So they brought a bad report of the land which they had spied out 
to the sons of Israel, saying, “The land through which we have gone to spy out is a land 
that devours its inhabitants; and all the people whom we saw in it are people of great 
stature. ? We also saw the Nephilim there (the sons of Anak are part of the Nephilim); 
and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.” 
(Numbers 13:25-33, NASB). 


We begin this chapter with Moses receiving instruction from God to go and “explore” 
the land which He has promised to Abraham and his descendants. Moses put together 
an exploration party with a representative from each of the 12 tribes of Israel. We get 
all of those names but in verse 16 we get the immediate idea that there is something 
different about Joshua. 


Verse 16 is one of those verses that's easy to skip right over, but it is actually very 
interesting. We read here that Moses gave Joshua a name upgrade. This is interesting 
as Hoshea means “salvation” but he upgraded his name to “Yah Hoshea” (Yahweh 
saves). This is the same name that is translated as “Jesus” when we give it a European 
pronunciation of things. Joshua will be God's instrument to take the physical 
inheritance that He promised His people. 


Then in verses 17-20 Moses gives instructions. 
17 When Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, he said to them, “Go up there 


into the Negev; then go up into the hill country. 1° See what the land is like, and whether 
the people who live in it are strong or weak, whether they are few or many. "°? How is the 


land in which they live, is it good or bad? And how are the cities in which they live, are 
they like open camps or with fortifications? ® How is the land, is it fat or lean? Are there 
trees in it or not? Make an effort then to get some of the fruit of the land.” Now the time 
was the time of the first ripe grapes. (Numbers 13:17-19, NASB). 


| think what we're seeing is a failure in leadership by Moses coupled with the people in a 
slow drift from walking in faith, to walking by sight. When we walk by sight, we end up 
in fear, and fear is the opposite of faith. God never asked them to go figure everything 
out. He said to explore the land, but | don’t think He gave them instructions to go and 
assess it in every human way. We get a great clue to this internal conflict when we read 
Moses’ summary of the matter in the book which we call Deuteronomy. In 
Deuteronomy chapter one verses 19-40 Moses gives a detailed account of what 
happened. 


1? “Then we set out from Horeb, and went through all that great and terrible wilderness 
that you saw on the way to the hill country of the Amorites, just as the LORD our God 
had commanded us; and we came to Kadesh-barnea. ® And I said to you, ‘You have 
come to the hill country of the Amorites, which the LORD our God is about to give us. 

21 See, the LORD your God has placed the land before you; go up, take possession, just as 
the LORD, the God of your fathers, has spoken to you. Do not fear or be dismayed.’ 


2 “Then all of you approached me and said, ‘Let us send men ahead of us, so that they 
may spy out [ to dig, to search for. 597 _/the land for us, and bring back to us word of 


the way by which we should go up, and the cities which we should enter.’? The plan 
pleased me, and I took twelve of your men, one man for each tribe. *4 Then they turned 


and went up into the hill country, and came to the Valley of Eshcol, and spied it out. 

25 And they took some of the fruit of the land in their hands and brought it down to us. 
They also brought us back a report and said, ‘The land that the LORD our God is about to 
give us Is good.’ 


26 “Yet you were unwilling to go up; instead you rebelled against the command of the 
LORD your God; ~’ and you grumbled in your tents and said, ‘Because the LorD hates us, 
He has brought us out of the land of Egypt, to hand us over to the Amorites to destroy 
us. °? Where can we go up? Our brothers have made our hearts melt, by saying, “The 
people are bigger and taller than we; the cities are large and fortified up to heaven. And 
besides, we saw the sons of the Anakim there.” 29 But | said to you, ‘Do not be terrified, 
nor fear them. 7° The LorD your God, who goes before you, will Himself fight for you, just 
as He did for you in Egypt before your eyes, 7! and in the wilderness where you saw how 
the LORD your God carried you, just as a man carries his son, on all of the road which you 
have walked until you came to this place.’ ? Yet in spite of all this, you did not trust the 


LORD your God, ? who goes before you on your way, to seek out a place for you to make 
camp, in the fire by night to show you the way by which you should go, and in the cloud 
by day. 


34 “Then the LorD heard the sound of your words, and He was angry and swore an oath, 
saying, ” ‘Not one of these men, this evil generation, shall see the good land which | 
swore to give your fathers, °° except Caleb the son of Jephunneh; he shall see it, and to 
him I will give the land on which he has set foot and to his sons, because he has 
followed the Lor fully.’?’ The LORD was angry with me also on your account, saying, 
‘Not even you shall enter there. ?? Joshua the son of Nun, who stands before you, shall 
himself enter there; encourage him, for he will give it to Israel as an inheritance. 

3? Moreover, your little ones who, you said, would become plunder, and your sons, who 
this day have no knowledge of good and evil, shall enter there, and I will give it to them 
and they shall take possession of it. ® But as for you, turn around and set out for the 
wilderness by the way of the Red Sea.’ (Deuteronomy 1:19-40, NASB). 


What in the world happened to these Israelites? God had promised them a land and had 
shown them through His mighty hand in Egypt that He was willing and able to do 
anything for them. He was totally capable of doing amazing wonders to deliver that 
Promised Land into their hands. The big obstacle that they had in their way from 
receiving what was promised by God was disbelief. And, their disbelief gave birth to 
fear. 


| think that what we're seeing is a failure in leadership by Moses and a failure in 
following by the people. There is plenty of blame to go around. Leadership takes 
decisive action. Maybe the problem was Moses’ age. He was now near 120 years old. 
He may have just been getting tired. That's easy to imagine in a 120 year old person. 


God promised a physical inheritance to Israel, and as we studied in Ephesians, God 
promised a spirtual inheritance to the Church. Let's read a little bit of that inheritance 
right now. Turn with me in your Bibles to Ephesians chapter one. 


He predestined us to adoption as sons and daughters through Jesus Christ to Himself 
according to the good pleasure of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, with 
Which He favored us in the Beloved. 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, 
the forgiveness of our wrongdoings, according to the riches of His grace 8 which He 
lavished on us. In all wisdom and insight 9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, 
according to His good pleasure which He set forth in Him, 10 regarding His plan of the 
fullness of the times, to bring all things together in Christ, things in the heavens and 
things on the earth. 17 In Him we also have obtained an inheritance, having been 
predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things in accordance with 


the plan of His will, 12 to the end that we who were the first to hope in the Christ would 
be to the praise of His glory. 73 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation—having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the 
Holy Spirit of the promise_14 who is a first installment of our inheritance, in regard to 
the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory. (Ephesians 1:5-14, 
NASB). 


Church, we have a great spiritual inheritance. Israel had a great physical inheritance. 
When we don't understand that God is a promise keeper, we get into all kinds of trouble 
because we start walking by sight instead of walking by faith. The Apostle Paul was very 
clear in explaining that in the life of the believer, it is the other way around, “for we walk 
by faith and not by sight’ (2 Corinthians 5:7). 


When we take our eyes off of God, we always end up in the realm of fear. Because, in 
the end, there is always an obstacle or an enemy that will prey on your mind and keep 
you from receiving the inheritance of God. 


° Trust in the LORD with all your heart 

And do not lean on your own understanding. 

6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, 

And He will make your paths straight. (Proverbs 3:5-6, NASB). 


6 Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in 
the body we are absent from the Lord— ’ for we walk by faith, not by sight— 
(2 Corinthians 5:6-7 NASB). 


AEBS The children of Israel forgot that 
ANTS) THEY were the CHILDREN OF ISRAEL. 
And, they forgot what that meant. 
ya, We too can forget that we are sons 
oe RUNTE OF FAITA i, yp yo Sand daughters of the Most High God 
PAM a eZ) and we can forget what comes with 
that. God intended for Israel to move forward and to conquer the land, but intead they 
got stuck in Kadesh-Barnea for 38 1/2 years. Can I ask you a question? Are you stuck in 
Kadesh-barnea? Do you have your eyes fixed on the “giants” in your life that you think 
are going to consume you? Maybe it's time to get a new perspective. You see, the 10 
scouts who came back with a bad report had the wrong perspective. They came back 
seeing what they COULDN'T DO instead of seeing what GOD COULD DO. 


"32 So they brought a bad report of the land which they had spied out to the sons of 
Israel, saying, “The land through which we have gone to spy out is a land that devours 
its inhabitants; and all the people whom we saw in it are people of great stature. ? We 
also saw the Nephilim there (the sons of Anak are part of the Nephilim); and we were 
like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.” (Numbers 13:32-33, 
NASB). 


Do you see yourelf as a helpless grasshopper? If you do, that is what the enemy will 
make you think that you are. But my friend, you are NOT A GRASSHOPPER. “No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. (Romans 8.37, 
NIV). 


Let us pray. 
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